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Sullen and sour with discontented mien,

Jocasta frowned, the incestuous Theban queen ;

With her own son she joined in nuptial bands,  *

Though father’s blood imbued hi« murd >rous hande,

The gods and men the dire offence detest.

The gods with all their fmries rend his breast ;

In lofty Thebes he wore the imperial crown,

A pompous Wretch ! accursed upon a throne.

The wife self-murdered from a beam depends,

And her foul soul to blackest hell descends

Thence to her son the choicest plagues she brings,

And the fiends haunt him with a thousand stings.
[Alexander Pope’s translation of

Homey’s Odyssey Book XI]
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